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ABSTRACT Passing Grade 12 examination is an ultimate aim of any student, while for those who fail, re-writing
is an opportunity to attain the much needed matric certificate. The aim of this paper was to investigate challenges
faced by students re-writing Grade 12 examinations. Focus group interviews were conducted to collect data from ten
(10) students who were purposively sampled. The results show that students who were re-writing matric examinations
were faced with a dilemma of writing Curriculum and Assessments Policy Statements (CAPS) examinations with
topics that were relatively new to them, with no support provided to them from the Department of Bas ic
Education (DBE). The study recommends that students who are re-writing matric examinations should be provided
with adequate resources and also be allowed to attend classes in any public schools of their choice in preparation for
their exams.
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